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SUMMARY

SIGNIFICANT CHARACTERISTICS OF GUHSD CANDIDATES WHO:

1---
PASSED THE PROFICIENCY EXAM FAILED THE PROFICIENCY EXAM

1. More likely to be a male than a female.

2. More likely to belong to the white (not
of Hispanic origin group) but with 10%
from other groups.

More likely to come from a home where
English is the primary language spoken
90%, but may come from a home where
English is not the primary language
10%.

4. More likely to have received grades
of A, B and C's in English.

5. More likely to have received grades
of A, 8 and C's in science.

6. More likely to have received an A in
Foreign Language with a wide distribution
of B's, C's, and D's.

7. Likely to have received a final
or failing grade in an academic
in grades 7-12.

"F"
course

8. More likely to have attended four or
more elementary schools through the
6th grade.

9. More likely to stay in high school and
receive a regular diploma after
passing the CHSPE.

10. More likely to enroll in community
college soon after leaving high school

3

1. Likely to be either a male or
female.

2. Likely to belong to the white
(not of Hispanic group) 70%
but with a larger percentage
30% of members from other groups,
American Indian or Alaskan Native,
Asian or Pacific Islander, Hispanic.

Likely to come from a home where
English is the primary language
spoken 62% but more likely to come
from a home where another language
is the primary language in the
home 38%.

1. More likely to have received grades
of B, C and D's in English.

5. More likely to have received grades
of B, C and D's in science.

6. More likely to have received a B
in Foreign Language with a distribu-
tion of C's, D's, and many F's.

7. More likely to have received a final
"F" or failing grade in an academic
course in grades 7-12.

8. More likely to have attended three
or less elementary schools through
the 6th grade.

9. More likely to leave school if they
pass the CHSPE.

10. Less likely to enroll in community
college soon after leaving high schoo



PASSED THE PROFICIENCY EXAM FAILED THE PROFICIENCY EXAM

11. About evenly divided on going to work
full time soon after leaving high
school.

12. Attended high school to prepare for
college, get a diploma, and gain skills
necessary for employment.

13. More likely to be enrolled in a college
prep. or applied arts course.

14. More likely to see Principals and
Vice Principals rigid and resistant
to change.

15. More likely to feel that they did not
receive adequate instruction in "How
to Study,fl including use of the library
and taking examinations, vocational and
career education, and foreign language.

11. More likely to go to work full time
soon after leaving high school.

12. Attended high school to get a
diploma, to gain necessary
skills for employment and be-
cause they have to (state law).

13. More likely to be enrolled in
applied arts, remedial, and
business vocational courses.

14. More likely to see Principals
and Vice Principals flexible, open
and honest.

15. More likely to feel that they did
not receive adequate instruction
in mathematics, English, and "How
to Study," including the use of
the library and taking examinations.

Note: The data in this study is obtained from a single sample of GUHSD candidates

on the CHSPE and should not be generalized to other groups. The reader is

encouraged to review the complete report includirj a table of data for more

complete information.
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I. Introduction

The California High School Proficiency Examination was initiated through

California Education Code No.11530. The First Academic year of operation of

the California High School Proficiency Examination was 1975-76 with two

administrations of the test, in December 1975 and March 1976. The current

study is a comparison of the characteristics of the candidates from the

Grossmont Union High School District who took the March 1976 administration

of the examination with special attention to the differences betueen those

candidates who passed the examination and those candidates who did not.

The conduct of the California High School Oroficiency Examination is entirely

controlled by the California State Department of Education. The Educational

Testing Service is a contract agent to the State Department of Education that

administers the California High School Proficiency Examination statewide.

Because the California High School Proficiency Examination (hci-eafter called

the CHSPE) is a"controlled test" very little information is provided to both

profession:ls in the field and to the lay public concerning this examination.

For instance, the minimum passing scores, Norming, item construction, and

other factors concerning this examination are not readily available and/or

known by professionals in the field.

The criteria for eligibility to complete the examination consists of the

following:

Candidates must be 16 or 17 years of age and apply directly to the
Educational Testing Service to take the examination.

The cost of the examination is born by the individual taking the
exam. In the first year of operation the cost ms $10 per admin-
istration.



The determination of passing and failing scores is done by the
California State Department of Education with a simple pass or fail
score.

Only successful candidates receive a certificate of High School
Proficiency.

Unsuccessfu/ candidates are notified tlat they failed the test but
not how or why.

School districts also only receive pass and fall data.

Minimum levels of performance required for a passing score have not
been made public.

Successful candidates who pass the CHSPE ca,l, with parents' permission
request to be exempted from attendance at high school aithough it is
not mandatory that they dn leave high schoo lpon passing the CHSPE.
In fact, under the leg'slation students who s the examination and
who do elect to leave high school may return at a later time without
prejudice if their departure from school is not satisfactory.

First AdministroLion - December 1975

The Grossmont Union High School Distri-ct, with a population of 22,000 students

had 119 students take the examination on the first administration with 72

passing for a percentage passing total of 61%. The statewide percentage

for passing on the first administration was 45%.

Second Administration - March 1976

The Second Statewide Administration of the CHSPE was conducted in March 1976.

216 GUHSD students took the examination and 63 passed for a total percentage

of 29%. The statewide percentage passing on the second administration was

35% according to Dr. Wilson Riles, Superintendent, California State Depart-

ment of Public Instruction.

The implications for the CHSPE for school districts such as the GUHSD are

obvious. In the first year of operation a total of 335 GUHSD students took

the examination. If a signMcant number should pass the examination the



possible impact on each school and the impact on the total District could

affect GUHSD budgeting, staffing, and related average daily attendance re-

Imbursements from the state of California. Also of interest is an identifi-

cation of the characteristics of students who elect to take the examination

and pass it as compared to those students that elect to take the examination

and fail.

This current study was prepared at the request of Dr. Leland B. Newcomer,

District Superintendent, to answer some basic questions on the character-

istics of successful and unsuccessful GUHSD candidates on the CHSPE.

2. Procedures. A questionnaire was developed to be administered to all

GUHSD students that took the CHSPE at the Grossmont High School Testing

Center, one of two testing centers in San Diego County, on the March, 1976

administration date. The 65 item questionnaire was given in a thirty

minute time period just prior to administration of the '7,1ISPE. For ease of

administration the questionnaire was also given to other candidates

than the GUHSD students taking the ChSPE, but the data was not tabulated

nor is it presented.

The items in the GUHSD High School Proficiency Questionnaire were taken from

those used by the California State Department of Education in studying CHSPE

candidates (although this data is not available to school districts), plus

items used in other student surveys widlin the GUHSD. The intent wa.; to

gather data on GUHSD students that could possibly be compared to statewide

CHSPE candidates with special interest on either the differences or similar-

ities of those students that both passed and failed the CHSPE.



Upon notification from the California State Department of Education the GUHSD

student data cards were separated into two groups; those that passed the

CHSPE, and those that failed the CHSPE. All tabulations and analysis were

conducted using the two, i.e. pass and fail, groups.

Tabulation of the data, computation and analysis was done with the statistical

package for the social sciences on the GUHSD data system. The data was tab

ulated for each group, presented as percentile score responses for each foil

on each item and then subjected .1 a Chi Square (x2), test of significance

to determine if the results obtained from the two groups (passed and failed)

on the questionnaire departed "significantly from chance expectations".

-3. Data Analysis. A null hypothesis was used as a basis for data analysis

on this study. The hypothesis was stated as follows:

"There is no difference between the means of the two groups;

Number 1 Proficiency Test Passed, Number 2 proficiency Test Failed,

on each item on the GUHSD Proficiency Test Questionnaire".

In this study 17 items reached or exceeded the .05 level of significance,

a number much greater than could be expected by chance. Therefore, the Null

Hypothesis is rejected, there is a significant difference between the pass

and fail gro..ps on the CHSPE.

Levels of Statistical Significance. For the purposes Of this study the level

of statistical sign;ficance selected was the .05 level which means that an

obtained result that is significant at the .05 level could only occur by

chance or sampling error only 5 times in 100 trials. This is the level that

is usually chosen by researchers. Another level that is detailed in this study

that is much higher and a "practical certainty" when analyzing data is the .01

level of significance, which means that these results can only occur by rhanrp

only 1 time in 100 trials.



For the purposes of analyzing the data a table was prepared listing each item

on the questionnaire with the pass and fail groups listed spearately, with

I. The number of candidates who responded to each question,

2. The percentage response on each foil on each question, and

3. A computed Chi Square (x2) level of significance between the two
groups.

On the table only those items that achieve the .05 level of significance are ,

indicated. However, when the item exceeded the .05 level and achieved the .01

level this was listed in place of the minimum .05 level of significance.

Comments on those items that are signiOcant are listed in the outside column

and only significant items receive comments in the following discussion.
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c
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c
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c
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c
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.
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c
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c
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c
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c
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c
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r
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b
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